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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    PESB Members 
 
FROM:    Esther Baker, Program Director, Teacher Assessments 
 
DATE:     October 26, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:  TAB 12 – WEST-E Phase II Standard Setting 

(November 13, 10:45-11:45 a.m.) 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION / PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION 
 

Date Action 

September 1, 
2005 

As per RCW 28A.410.220, the WEST-E (Washington Educator 
Skills Tests-Endorsements) tests verifying content knowledge 
for WA 34 endorsements were implemented with the Praxis II 
series tests. Not well –aligned with WA endorsement 
competencies. Experienced customer service problems. 

March 2006 The PESB charged that fully-aligned content knowledge tests 
be developed and implemented. Through a competitive bid 
process, Evaluation Systems group of Pearson received the 
contract to develop the WEST-Es. At every step, test 
development included high levels of WA educator involvement 
from P-12 and higher education. 

September 1, 
2008 

24 Phase I WEST-Es were implemented.  The PESB set the 
passing scores at the November 2008 meeting based on 
recommendations from a standard setting panel comprised of 
P-12 educators and higher education faculty. 

September 1, 
2009 

10 Phase II WEST-Es were implemented.  The panels with 
whom standard setting was conducted met on 10/19-21/09.  
The PESB will review the panels’ recommendations and 
determine the passing scores for the 10 Phase II tests.     

January 1, 
2010 

The final Phase II WEST-E for the Designated World Language 
endorsement will be implemented.  Standard setting will be 
conducted in February with the PESB reviewing the passing 
score recommendation in March 2010. 

 
Members will receive a thorough orientation to the standard setting process by staff 
from Evaluation Systems Group of Pearson. 
 
 



 

 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOME(S) 
 
The PESB will establish the passing scores for 10 Phase II new WEST-Es implemented 
on 9/1/09. 
 
Work Plan Goal:   
 
Goal 4—An agreed upon and widely understood system for review and revision of high 
and relevant preparation standards and certification requirements for all educators. 
 
Ends Policy: All Washington educators will be prepared and certified according to high 
and rigorous standards to ensure they are effective in helping students meet or exceed 
state learning goals. 


